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Awards for Valor Revoked 
In Friendly Fire Incident 
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had been killed at the hands of U.S. 
forces. 

Two separate Army investigators 
absolved all involved of any criminal or 
administrative responsibility for Field- 
er’s death. Although the investigators 
were overruled later by more senior 
officers, who issued the reprimands, 
Fielder’s parents have pressed their 
congressional representatives for fur- 
ther action. 

Of 148 U.S. battle deaths in the war 
to expel Iraqi forces from Kuwait, 35 
were inflicted inadvertently by U.S. 
troops, a substantially higher propor- 
tion than in previous wars. 

The question of responsibility for 
fratricide always is a sensitive one for 
the military. The armed services have 
been reluctant to punish anyone for 
the gulf war cases, contending gener- 
ally that second-guessing life-or-death 
combat decisions is unfair and risks 
breeding timidity on future battle- 
fields. 

Fielder’s case, first highlighted in a 
1991 Washington Post investigation, 
reflected the confusion, fatigue, panic 
and other lapses frequently evident in 
friendly fire incidents. 

The cavalrymen were advancing in 
the middle of the night with old maps, 
outdated intelligence, confusing opera- 
tional plans and poor communications. 
Upon spotting Fielder’s group and 
misidentifying the Americans as Iraqis, 
a cavalry unit commanded by Capt. 
Bodo Friesen concluded it was c omin g 
under fire and started shooting. The 
cavalrymen wounded one of Fielder’s 
comrades before Friesen called a 
ceaserfire to reassess the situation. 

Dqly, commander of a cavalry 
squadron and Friesen’s superior, ar- 
rived at the scene minutes later. Con- 
tinuing to mistake the American engi- 
neers for Iraqis, Daly granted 
permission to his gunner to open fire. 
Those shots killed Fielder. 

The GAO report faults the cavalry- 
men for crossing a U.S. Army corps 
boundary line into a sector controlled 
by another Army division. The report 
also blames cavalry commanders for 
not maintaining control of their units 
and not abiding by the stated rules of 
engagement. 

It was the judge advocate of the Ar- 


my’s Forces Command who in April 
1992, reversing two earlier Army in- 
vestigations, recommended repri- 
mands against Friesen, Daly and Da- 
ly’s superior. Col. Douglas H. Starr, 
commander of the 3rd Armored Caval- 
ry Regiment. But the head of Forces 
Command at the time, Gen. Edwin H. 
Burba, decided to drop the reprimand 
against Friesen and leave the other 
two reprimands out of the permanent 
files of Daly and Starr. 

The GAO study, first reported in 
this week's U.S. News & World Re- 
port and obtained by The Washington 
Post, also discloses that three cavalry- 
men — a captain and a sergeant travel- 
ing in Daly’s armored vehicle and a 
medical surgeon— received Bronze 
Stars for valor. Their commendations 
included such phrases as “heroism in- 
volving conflict with an armed enemy” 
and “heroism in the face of hostile fire” 
and, in two cases, misidentified the lo- 
cation of the incident, placing it at an 
airfield about 17 miles from where 
Fielder was killed. 

While the majority of soldiers in the 
gulf war received Bronze Stars just for 
participating in combat, the accompa- 
nying “V Device” for valor given the 
three cavalrymen — and Fielder, post- 
humously — is supposed to be awarded 
only in cases of hostile fire. 

According to the GAO, the cavalry- 
men’s awards for valor were based on 
“misleading statements and misrepre- 
sentations” by Starr, Daly and others. 
After being informed last May of the 
errors by the GAO, the Army’s inspec- 
tor general in August recommended 
the awards be revoked, leaving the 
three with unadorned Bronze Stars. 
The action was delayed pending re- 
view by the servicemen and others in- 
volved, an Army spokesman said yes- 
terday. 

Starr and Friesen have left the mili- 
tary, but Daly— a fifth-generation 1 
West Point graduate who married the 
daughter of Gen. Creighton Abrams, 
former Army chief of staff— currently 
serves at the Pentagon on the staff of 
the Army’s deputy chief for opera- 
tions. His recommended promotion to 
colonel has been on hold pending re- 
sults of the GAO study. 



